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I hope this communication will provide you with a flavour of some of the many activities happening at John Ruskin College.  We are continuing to build on our fantastic Ofsted report that was published last May by developing what is becoming an outstanding College for the people of Croydon.  This year, in addition to the articles below we have introduced a new apprenticeship provision, new Higher Education course, and are working on a new set of evening classes for adult learners to start in January 2012. All this is being combined with our continued development in the quality of teaching and learning, together with our latest £1.2 million building development project that will see major improvements to the facilities students use every day.  As we are committed to creating an outstanding experience for all of our students we are keen to speak and work in partnership with you. 
Tim Eyton-Jones
Principal and Chief Executive



July - Students’ innovation at John Ruskin College has been recognised at International Level 
Two level 3 Business students and their Business teacher joined over 180 teenagers from 14 countries to descend on Buffalo, New York to compete in the Ninth Annual ‘Students for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurship World Cup Tournament’.  They networked with students from all over the world and influential business leaders.  On conclusion of the visit, the students were awarded $15,000 a year scholarship to an American University.

August – A unique opportunity for one of our students
The Rotary Club of Croydon East sponsored one of our level 3 students, Aisha Pervaiz to take part on a week long course as Imperial College, London at the beginning of August which enabled her to work with NASA personnel on a once in a lifetime opportunity.

During the programme she joined teams of other young people from across England and Scotland to come up with an idea to be carried out in space.

On completion of the course Aisha commented; “This was an incredible and astonishing experience for me which enhanced my confidence and presentation skills as well as developing my knowledge about life in space.  This opportunity will definitely help me with my future career in Biological Sciences”.

September – Trip to Arnhem – A thought provoking experience
Three students and two members of staff spent a thought provoking 4 days in Arnhem, Holland representing the young people of Croydon at the annual International Youth Conference during the WW2 commemoration on 16-19 September.  This was the sixth time that John Ruskin College has been chosen to represent the young people of Croydon at the event which was also attended by students from many other European Cities.

The students considered themselves ‘humbled and privileged’ to meet the veterans and forged long lasting friendships with the young people of the twinned town.  The link between Croydon and Arnhem has existed since 1946 after both towns suffered extensive bomb damage during WW2.

The Mayor of Croydon who also attended the commemorations in Arnhem, visited the College on 
23rd November to discuss with the students and staff, their experiences of this memorable trip.

October - A prestigious Award for the College
We are delighted to announce that the College has just been awarded the Matrix Quality Standard for Information, Advice and Guidance Services.  This follows on from the recent Inspection in May 2011, where inspectors found that ‘Care, Guidance and Support are good’.



Student Partnership Council
Our new Student Executives are now in place and have already made a good start with relation to fundraising for ‘Children in Need’. They are a very proactive group of students and have plenty of good ideas which they want to pursue throughout the year. We look forward to their contributions.

Hair, Beauty, Barbering and Spa Therapy
Building on the Introduction in 2010 of the Hair and Beauty Department, a new sauna and spa facility as well as new barbering facilities have now been completed.  Why not come and be pampered in our new facilities as they are now open to the public to enjoy.  We have several members of the local community who are regular clients.  Details can be found on our website www.johnruskin.ac.uk

November - Fundraising for Children in Need
A hive of activity has been taking place throughout the College.  Students have been busy raising funds for ‘Children in Need’.  Activities have included a chocolate hamper raffle, and a cake sale.  The Enrichment and Entertainment Officer from the Student Partnership Council, Calvin Lewis also managed to persuade the staff to dress up as well as getting them involved in sports tournaments, – all in the name of charity!!  The grand total raised was £382.55.

November / December – Nominations for Parent Governor
Under the terms and conditions of the Governing Body of JRC there is one parent governor post. We currently have a vacancy and have invited expressions of interest from parents through email and at the recent Open Day. To date, one parent has expressed an interest in taking on the role. If any other parent would like to be considered then the closing date for all other expressions of interest will be 12 noon on Thursday 8th December 2011. Please notify the Clerk to the Corporation by email on barbaramaude@btinternet.com or by delivering a written statement to the Principal’s office by 12 noon on 8th December. Any statements received after that time will not be counted. In the event that a further nomination is received an election will be held between the candidates. The voting procedure that will be used at that time will be an electronic procedure to remove the need for paper ballot papers and the attendant postage costs.

Applications for 2012 Intake
We have already started our programme of interviews for 2012 applications. If you know of any potential Learners, please advise them to submit their application early to secure their place for 2012.

Useful contact numbers
Direct line		020 8651 1131
Student Services	020 8651 3884 

Website		www.johnruskin.ac.uk	




We would like to take this opportunity to wish you a restful break over the festive season from all the staff and students at John Ruskin College
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